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Abstract:

The Turkmens with less than two million people are the third largest in Iraq
after the Arabs and Kurds. The largest population of Iragi Turkmen lives in
Kirkuk, Erbil, and Tal Afar.Turkmens have political parties and groups
whose five main parties are: Iraqi Turkmen Front - Islamic Union of Iraqi
Turkmen - Turkmen People's Party - Turkmen Democratic Movement and
Turkmen Brotherhood Party. The political and social life of the Turkmens in
Iraq is tied to Turkey's influence and neighborliness on the northern borders
of Iraq and on the other hand to the Kurdish climate - especially the city of
Kirkuk due to 40% of Iraq's rich oil resources. Kirkuk's geo-economic
position has also involved the central Iragi government. In post-Saddam Iraq,
different groups and ethnic groups are competing fiercely for political and
economic participation, but the political standing and power of the Turkmens
vis-a-vis the increasing empowerment of other ethnicities, such as the Kurds
in Iraq after Saddam is weak. Lack of Turkmen participation in political
activities, lack of ethnic and party solidarity, and lack of support from foreign
forces - especially the Turkish government's disregard for this minority - are
the most important reasons for Turkmen's diminished role in Iragi political
geography.In order to get out of this situation, the Iragi Turkmen front must
have a stronger role in the Iraqi political arena and appear to need new, more
effective and powerful policies.
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